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NONPARAMETRIC METHODS 
Does a t-test have any assumptions? 



Parametric Assumptions 
•  Assumed 

distribution for the 
population 

•  IF true, more 
powerful than non-
parametric tests 



Nonparametric and Distribution Free 
•  No assumed 

population 
distribution 

•  Some approaches for 
ranked data (not 
attribute or variable) 



Which is better? 
•  Depends on what you 

know and tolerance 
for risk. 

•  Distribution? 

•  Conservative? 



Can you test if 
data is normal? 
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